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Wordsworth's Ode Summary

Wordsworth's Ode –Intimations of Immortality explains how children hold a strong connection with the idealized and divine look on the world. In the first stanza, the author gives a though loud how he viewed nature and to him, it seemed like a dream but continues to say that in life he has observed too many things that he wonders if there could be more to them. In the second stanza, he comments on the rainbow and compliments the roses. He also finds the moon in the skies delightful and feels like the earth has been passed by the glory.

In the third stanza, the sound of birds singing and watching the lamp play and leap made him feel as if he was grieving, however, he regains his strength from the echoes from the waterfalls and mountains and the wind gust. He felt the earth to be happy. In the fourth stanza, he was relating to the peaceful nature and expresses the joy it brings. He finds it unjustified to be sad in the morning as he watched the children playing with the flowers. He later lacks the glory and the dream is lost when he glared at a tree in the field. 

In the fifth stanza, he finds it interesting how things change and the view with time. He believes that humans come from a glorious realm called heaven before entering the earth. At a child’s age, the fantasy from the glorious place is usually retained in the memory and therefore surpasses the views on earth. As a child develops from boyhood, adulthood, and finally to manhood, the glorious view fades out and the magic dies. In the sixth stanza, the unique pleasures of the earth assist the man to forget the glorious views.

In the seventh stanza, the speaker is in the imagination of a boy at the age of six and how much the parents care for him and loves him. The boy, on the other hand, is trying to imitate the life of an adult. He participates in a funeral then again at a wedding. The speaker finds this relatable for he argues that the life of a human being is full of imitation.

In the eighth stanza, the speaker addresses this boy as a mighty prophet. He wonders why the boy is hurrying to get to be an adult and miss the glories of the pure nature that he can access at his young age. In the ninth stanza, the speaker is nostalgic about his life while he was a child including the joy and the innocence during his young age.

In the tenth stanza, the speaker is joyful and urges all the creatures to participate and the birds to make their melodious sound to celebrate the gladness of May. He agrees to have lost the opportunity of being part of the glorious nature but he is grateful to the fact that he holds the childhood memories so dearly and finds consolation with that fact. He also appreciates being in his current age for he has fully grown and matured and his conscious have developed. He is in a position to love, enjoy, and appreciate nature more with conscious. 

According to this poem, Wordsworth implies that humans are more connected to the natural beauty of the earth and its divinity when young than when fully grown to adulthood. Wordsworth implies that the sense of identity is unquestionable during childhood. He claims that his view about earth was that the world was perfect. He feels that he was too innocent to think that the world is perfect since he later realized after growing up that the world is not as ideal as he thought.

In reality, Wordsworth is explaining the development of a human being. When young, humans are usually innocent and pure. However, as they get to a youthful age, they start turning away from God’s divinity as they embrace the world. Also, humans start to get corruptive as they develop into adulthood. Wordsworth wishes to get back to his childhood to get back to this divinity and at the same time, still have the maturity that he has acquired from life experiences.

What does romanticism tell us about the soul and the phenomenal world?
Most of the time, we find ourselves in mediation and we discover we didn’t turn up the way we ones hoped when young. A lot has happened in between leaving one with a lot of experiences. In this meditation state, it occurs like a dream and sometimes one needs some proof that it is nothing but the current reality. The greatest philosopher Davis Hume made a realization a while back that it is not possible to find proof as to whether some experiences were real or a mere dream. He contemplated on wishing to find out whether his own experiences were all a dream or not. He later concluded that there was no possible way of finding out whether it was a dream.

The real reality is usually beyond human reach but it does exist. According to Kant’s view on the reality concept, it helps one to embrace the reality of the experiences without losing the truth of their existence. Romanticism embraces the idea of diversity and multiple perspectives. Romanticism helps us not to take for granted our past conscious experience even if we lack ways of proving their existence. It helps us mirror our reality though passively.

The term Romanticism conveys fiction and fantasy. The term has associated a sentiment of lack of reality. Romanticism in a phenomenal world sees the nature of humans as something uniform. The reasoning of humans is seemed to have been blocked and humans have no more freedom of thinking. Human’s way of thinking is highly influenced by the church according to many philosophies. Human’s creativity and emotions have been blocked from free-thinking and as a result, humans have been turned into a robot to be controlled by those with strong influence.

Romanticism tells us that the soul of a human need to be liberated from the choke from intellect chains. Romanticism is meant to bring back sensitivity, imagination, freedom, spontaneity, and feelings that have been stifled. The man was born to be free and form his own rules, values, and standards that are grounded by reasons and intelligence. Romanticism introduces the need to rediscover oneself and embraces the uniqueness in diversity which sets each human apart from the other person. A man should then be able to express himself, re-write his story, form his independent vision, play his type of music, and also live in one own way.

Romanticism introduces the superiority of own thinking and freedom of a man’s soul from domination and control. One power possessed by Romanticism is the power to reason and imagine. By imagining, one can comprehend reality and also will empower a man into a logical process of viewing things. By logical thinking, a naïve experience is destroyed and introduces a man into a stream of sensations and intelligence.

The benefit of Romanticism into a human soul is that it eliminates primitive thinking and introduces a sense of rational reality. It also eliminates the control of laws into a human mind. It works against the ancient regime of thinking and reveals the quality, beauty, and truth of human nature which is usually emanated form and the heart and soul of a person. It helps one to restore the medieval past and still face reality.

What does Plato's metaphysics say about reality and why is the philosopher so important? Explain.
Metaphysics is a term used to refer to the study of reality. The reality, in this case, the one far beyond human reach and can only is grasped only in human minds. Plato and Aristotle hold opposing views on this theory of reality. Plato developed ideas from within but applied then externally to the world. According to Plato, there are two reality levels in this theory; mental and physical. According to him, there was a difference in an experience that is real and an experience that appears real. He claims that when an experience is real, it takes a form. 

From these two categories, Plato explains that there are two different worlds; the word of becoming and the world of being. According to Plato, the world of becoming is certain and fixed as the world of becoming varies. According to the philosophy of Plato, every human has a unique way of viewing things and it differs from everyone’s perception. Plato perceives that people’s opinions are the lowest form of knowledge. He explains that the world of appearance is what a human can see, taste, touch, and smell while the world of illusion is beyond a human touch and reach. 

However, he claims that as much as the human perceptions are unique, they are easily influenced for instance by media. Many people believe what the media say to be perceived true and have a way of persuasion, and the audience ends up believing since the truth is unknown. The medial plays a big role in informing its audience on things that are new to them and from their persuasion; we believe them more especially since their role is to tell us the truth. In this case, the reality will be entirely what one decides to be the truth and what one trusts. From this example of media influence from the media, it proves Plato’s theory of reality. Plato focused on distinguishing between reality and appearance. 

Plato felt that the current society can never grow to be a world of reality. He feels that for there to be light in the day, and for troubles to end, the political power has to fall into the hands of a philosopher. He explains that when a human mind and eye rest to true reality, it becomes easy to comprehend and understand and there is a sense of intelligence. But when it’s just but an illusion, it difficult to understand and more so comprehend. One can only form an opinion that sometimes lacks intelligence.

He makes various quotes to support his philosophy of truth and reality. He says that it is such a bad thing for one to not know the truth and how good it is for one to know the truth of things. The philosopher expresses his love for the truth and feels that truth is the object of forming an opinion about something. At no opportunity will he be willing to handle untruth of the matter and that, he calls it true philosophy.

In brief, Plato's main focus is distinguishing two different worlds; the unseen world and the familiar world. The familiar world is one that is lived every day and is the primary foundation of senses while the unseen world is a world of true reality and holds a sense of intelligence. Usually, ordinary people are more familiar with the existence of the familiar world. These people fail to appreciate their values and believe in facts. For a philosopher, it means that their stand is compromised.

 
Plato introduces a world which creates a stable foundation for one to form their opinions and believes from it. It will help one differentiate between good and evil. However, Plato admits that knowledge keeps changing that makes his theory difficult. He believes a philosopher is able and should be willing to get to this extent. They are then able to find intelligence form the unseen world.

He urges humans to be willing to get to the extent of getting some light and intelligence form the unseen world. This helps them how to take things and more so, how to behave. He admits that the process isn’t easy for it requires a lot of effort which so many people are not willing to input. He uploads this to be much better than just turning one's back to things in life. He guarantees that the result of his theory is attainable and form a strong principle which he says is the most important thing in a person.
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